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FOR MORE INFORMATION
OFFICE PHONE
210-497-3022
EMAIL
CONTACT@ENCINOPARKHOA.COM
ADDRESS
1923 ENCINO RIO, SAN ANTONIO, TX 78259
SPECTRUM ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT
210-494-0659
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY 9 AM–2 PM
WEDNESDAY 12 PM–6 PM
FRIDAY 9 AM–2 PM
THE MANAGER WORKS REMOTELY ON
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS. IF YOU
NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 210-4973022 AND LEAVE A VOICEMAIL OR EMAIL
CONTACT@ENCINOPARKHOA.COM.

Minimize Identity Theft
Data security and protecting yourself from a breach falls squarely within a board
member’s fiduciary duty. And with the holiday season bringing more transactions and
distractions, now is the time to be more diligent, here are some ideas to keep your
identity safe:
•
•
•
•
•

Processing paper checks immediately.
Transitioning to a digital document storage platform.
Using the latest encryption software for digital files.
Securely storing your paper documents in a locked room and locked filing cabinets.
Shred documents that you no longer need or have personal information on them.

Service Fire and Carbon Monoxide Alarms
With homeowners hosting holiday gatherings, it’s necessary to confirm your warning
systems are in good working order. Remember to check and repair the following:
•
•
•
•

Emergency lighting like flashlights and exit plans
Fire alarm components (extra batteries)
Fire extinguishers
Fire alarms and carbon monoxide detectors

Prepare for Weather Issues
During the winter months, ice and snow buildup can quickly create hazardous
conditions. Get ahead on your to-do list and prepare to treat your driveways and
sidewalks before winter weather approaches. Other tips include:
• Have salt or other ice-melting compounds.
• Repair cracked sidewalks and other damaged pavement.
• Remove water that pools on sidewalks and driveways.
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

Maintain Landscaping
Preserve lawns and ensure that it does not have overgrown
grass and unkempt landscaping. When your property looks like
it's not taken care of, it leaves your home open to trespassing
and crime.
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• Make certain shrubs are no higher than 3 feet, and tree
branches are at least 6 feet and higher above the ground.
Taller shrubs and lower branches can conceal intruders.
• Keep grass mowed.
• Keep walkways clear.
Be involved in the Neighborhood Watch/COP
(Citizens on Patrol) Program
The holiday season is especially vulnerable to package theft
and, at times, personal safety. The Neighborhood Watch/COP
program helps combat that by staying in touch with local law
enforcement, patrolling the neighborhood, and sharing safety
tips with homeowners. If you have not already become involved
with the Neighborhood Watch/COP program, consider it now.
Individual Security Actions
Creating a safe and secure community is a group effort.
Homeowners must do their part by preventing their homes or
households from appearing vulnerable. Residents have ways
to stay safe, some examples include:
• Leaving the interior light on when departing for an overnight
trip, so the home appears occupied. Or setting light timers to
turn on and off in different rooms at different times.
• Picking up mail or package deliveries promptly.
• Regularly maintaining walkways, driveways, and landscaping.
• Quickly replacing non-functioning exterior lights and
keeping outdoor spaces well-lit at night.
• Adding a video doorbell or home security camera.
• Getting to know your neighbors—it’s not only hospitable,
but also a great way to look out for one another.
Spread Cheer During the Holidays
Encino Park HOA, you’re responsible for keeping our
community secure during the busiest season for getting out
and entertaining. However, you also have a unique opportunity
to make spirits bright. Remember that we have our annual
Holiday Lights competition that our residents will be judging
on the evening of December 11th. Let’s see that 2021 holiday
spirit and if you have a chance, help someone when you can.

Call Today
for a FREE
Estimate

Is Your Attic
Properly
Insulated?
Ask about CPS Energy Rebates

Licensed #HR921721 • Insured

Attic Insulation Experts

210-325-5429

0%

Financin
g
Availab
le

SAVE MONEY on utility bills
and make your home more
comfortable with proper
attic insulation.

QualityInsulationCompany.com

Wood • Tile • Carpet • Laminate • Waterproof • Vinyl
FREE ESTIMATES!

210-239-9173

www.saflooringperfections.com
26610 US Hwy 281 N, San Antonio, TX 78260
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OUT TO LUNCH

OVER 50 CLUB

By Dalia Benzick, Club Reporter

Hard to believe we are in the holiday season; what
a difference a year makes. We are so very grateful
for the blessings of this year. The Over 50 group
will meet on Tuesday, December 7th, for our
special holiday lunch and festivities. We will not
meet again until January. At that time, we will
resume meeting every first and third Tuesday of
the month at the Community Center. We invite
you to make joining us one of your 2022 goals.
Until then, may you experience love and goodness,
despite the challenges of daily life and the courage
and determination to always do what is right.
From our members, may the peace of Christmas
be with you and yours.

Our December lunch will be or was, depending on when
this publication arrives to you, on Friday, December
10th in the lovely home of Beverly Anderson in
Timberwood Park. If it has not occurred yet and you
are interested in attending, call Janet at 210-481-9956
to see if there is space for you to attend, as this is a
limited attendance event.
The lunch at Pompeii was in September, not October, as
was erroneously written in this article last month.
In October, ten of us dined at the always wonderful and
popular Perry’s Steakhouse at LaCantera. We are never
disappointed in the Friday lunch “porkchop special”,
as well as other menu offerings. Our waitress was
excellent and we had great conversations with each
other, making for a truly enjoyable and special outing.
Thank you to Cindy Craft for selecting the restaurant
and making the arrangements.

Newer roof.
Lower rate.
Allstate House &
Home® Insurance

Your roof could help reduce your rate.
When your new roof goes up, your premium could
go down. If you recently purchased a new home or
replaced the roof on your current home, with
Allstate House & Home Insurance you may qualify
for a lower rate. Call us today for a free quote.

David Pfau Insurance
210-538-6664

SENIOR & VETERAN

DISCOUNTS!
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Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co.
© 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

261460

Licensed & Insured
TACLB24480E

17230 Bulverde Road
Bulverde Marketplace
davidpfau@allstate.com

ENCINO PARK
WOMEN’S CLUB
Happy Holidays!
During our October BooFest
party, we had a blast! Costume
winners, pictured left to right,
were Petya Petkova, Gail Lamb,
and Janie Kyrish. We also played
a new fun game that resulted
in Gail Lamb winning the cash
prize! It was definitely Gail’s
lucky night!
Our Nov. 8th “Holiday Memories”
gathering was also amazing! Everyone brought nostalgic
holiday desserts to share, and many brought photographs
of themselves as children. Several ladies shared with us their
favorite holiday traditions. We had such a wonderful trip down
memory lane!

GREAT NEWS! The Women’s Club has convinced Santa Claus
to visit our Encino Park families on Saturday, December 11th,
from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. Save time and reduce stress by
avoiding the long lines at the mall and get your child’s photo
taken with Santa at the Encino Park Community Center for $5
(cash or check only, please). Children will also get to decorate a
cookie and complete a craft.
Finally, our December Women’s Club gathering will be our
Holiday Party and Auction to benefit a local charity supporting
women and children. We will vote on the nominated charities
before the auction begins. The party this year is graciously
being held at Joan Raver’s house at 6:30 pm on December 13th.
Future meeting dates and events are as follows:
Dec 11 from 10 am to 12 pm SANTA VISIT
Dec 13 @ 6:30

Holiday Party & Auction

Jan 10 @ 7:00

Women’s Health Therapy
and Why It’s Important, with
Dr. Meredith Noll

Feb 21 @ 6:30

“Galentine’s” Dinner

We’d love to have you join us! If you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to call Nancy Thomas, at 210-410-7614.

Photos with Santa
in Encino Park!
Sat., Dec. 11th, 10 am—12 pm
Encino Park Community Center

Cost is $5 (cash or check only) for each photo
with Santa. Children will also get to make a free
craft and decorate a cookie.
Additional refreshments also provided.

We are a family sized church
that is big enough to
have something
for everybody.
14900 San Pedro Ave
San Antonio, TX 78232

210.494.6560
check out our website
w w w. sanp e dro p c. org
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The Inaugural Encino Park
Chili Cook-off was a Success!
The day was filled with delicious eats from the cooking
teams, live music, shopping the vendors, concessions
and a Cake Walk by Girl Scout Troop 764 and neighbors
out enjoying the beautiful weather.
If you haven't already, check out the Encino Park
Facebook page for event pictures.
We would like to thank everyone that participated for
making the event one we can look forward to for years
to come!
EVENT SPONSORS:
Gail Lamb - The Gail Lamb Group
Doug Bock - Edward Jones
Amy Kerekes – Jefferson Bank
Jay Franklin – Allstate Insurance
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ENCINO PARK TEEN DIRECTORY
Name

Age

Contact

Jake Belz

16

210-790-1484

Power washing

Carson Benavides

12

210 727-8607

Dog walking, pet sitting

Emma Cline

13

210-912-9588

Pet sitting

Deven Garcia

17

210-643-3000

Lawn mowing, power washing & pet sitting

Matthew Garcia

15

210-643-3000

Lawn mowing, power washing & pet sitting

210-997-0771

Dog walking, lawn mowing, Bilingual

Javier Garrido

Services

Alex Hansen

15

210-852-8651

Lawn mowing

Erin Heilbrun

15

210-801-5288

Babysitting and pet sitting

Julia Hendrix

15

210-363-7642

Babysitting, pet sitting, dog walking

210-632-0406

Babysitting, dog sitting, dog walking

Emily Hougen
Madison Kirschbaum

14

210-309-1527

Babysitting, pet sitting, dog walking, and house sitting

Timothy Massa

17

210-913-8126

Pet sitting

210-373-8841

Lawn Maintenance

Carroll Montgomery
Maria Palacios

17

210-838-7214

Pet sitting

Vincent Prusinsky

17

210-722-5545

Lawn mowing, pet sitting, dog walking, weed eating/trim hedges/
power/pressure washing

Jacob Rios

18

512-954-5219

I can do dog walking, pet sitting, and technology help

210-777-2622

Lawn mowing & pet sitting

210-663-1606

Dog Walking, pet Sitting, Lawn Mowing

210-788-9879

Babysitting, pet sitting

210-788-9879

Lawn Mowing, pet sitting

210-780-2099

Babysitting, pet sitting and dog walking

ohn Travis / architect
Specializing in
Kort Robinson
14
residential design, additions
Eoin
Shearer
12
& remodeling
office:
(210)481-3022
Allison
Wagner
15
cell:
(210)683-3834
Nate Wagner
13
jtravis2@satx.rr.com
Angela Zamora

16

Teen Service listings are free to all Encino Park residents under nineteen (19) years of age. Ads will run for one month only, unless the
advertiser calls and requests renewal. To place, remove, or edit a teen directory listing or classified ad, call 210-558-3160 or email
Ariel@neighborhoodnews.com. Please put “Encino Park Resident” in the subject line.

hitectYour local source for Medicare.

ditions

022
34
om

Regina Silva

Licensed Sales Agent

830-488-7670, TTY 711
Local Office located at:
United Healthcare Medicare Solutions
5525 Blanco Rd., Ste. #103
Castle Hills, TX 78216

John Travis / architect
Specializing in
residential design, additions
& remodeling
office: (210)481-3022
cell: (210)683-3834
jtravis2@satx.rr.com
December 2021 Page 7

CRIME & SAFETY
COMMITTEE
The Committee met the first Wednesday of October and
November and we shared notes about our observations and
safety concerns. Our SAFFE Officer was present and gave us
advice, that if followed, should ensure we have a safe and
crime-free fall and winter.
There has been an increase in disturbances in usually quiet
neighborhoods throughout San Antonio, even here in Encino
Park. So, officers remind us to be neighborly, that is, keep calm
and be kind to one another especially our family members.
It’s the time of year when vehicle burglaries rise too, so as you
would expect, officers advise us to lock our cars, garage them if
possible, and above all, remove all valuables.
You may have noticed the pod at the swimming pool parking lot.
It is there to facilitate UPS deliveries. So, be reminded that it’s
a prime time for porch pirates. Know when you are expecting
deliveries and be quick to retrieve them from your doorstep.
Other options are to make the delivery a place where you know
it’s safe – a friend who is home, your office, etc.

Time for a
Seasonal Spruce-Up
By Donna Fossum, SAWS Gardenstyle San Antonio
In South Texas, we’re fortunate to have milder winter
weather in November and December. That makes it the
perfect time to get outdoors and tend to some landscape
chores. And while you’re out in your yard, it’s a great time
to start planning your holiday scheme, too.
I don’t know about you, but after a brutal, hot summer, I
am so ready to spend lots of time outside tootling about
my yard and making it pretty.
Here’s an easy way to get started with these “P’s”:
• Planting – fall is the ideal time in South Texas to plant
trees and perennials.
• Pruning – late November through the middle of February
is the best time to prune trees and large shrubs.
• Planning – think about what fared well and what didn’t
this past year. For example, if you’ve replaced turf more
than twice in the past five years, now is a good time to
go in another direction.
• Provide – fall and early winter are the most important
times to provide nutrition and organic matter to plants.
Use slow release products like winter fertilizer, organic
blends, or compost.

Remember: Posting to NextDoor is not reporting to law
enforcement. Our SAFFE Officer welcomes email inquiries
and reports: joel.freeman@sanantonio.gov. Be sure to report
suspicious activity to the non-emergency number (210-2077273 or 210-335-4750).
It’s been observed that a few people in Encino Park are walking
at night wearing dark clothes and walking in the street. We have
a great neighborhood to walk in, so let’s be safe and wear white
at night (or light-colored clothes or a reflective vest) and use
the sidewalk. No driver wants to encounter an unidentifiable
object in the street and be surprised it’s a person they nearly
miss; no person wants that encounter either.
If you are interested in helping keep Encino Park safe, please
consider joining this Committee. Committee meetings are held
the first Wednesday of the month at 7 PM in the Community
Center and usually last 30-45 minutes. Take care and be safe.

METRO PAINTING
&
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Carpentry • Tile • Dry Wall • Pressure Washing
Painting • Interior • Exterior

Published and distributed by:

Neighborhood News, Inc.
3740 Colony Drive Suite LL100
San Antonio, TX 78230
(210) 558-3160
(210) 558-3163 fax
Info@NeighborhoodNews.com
www.NeighborhoodNews.com
For advertising sales and information please call or send an
email to Sales@NeighborhoodNews.com.
Articles that appear in the Encino Park newsletter do not necessarily reflect the official
position of Neighborhood News, Inc. and their publication does not constitute an
endorsement therein. The appearance of any advertisement in the Encino Park newsletter
does not constitute an endorsement by Neighborhood News, Inc. of the goods or services
advertised. Neighborhood News, Inc. is not responsible for errors beyond the cost of the
actual ad space. Any publication of Neighborhood News, Inc., whether draft or final is the
sole property of Neighborhood News, Inc. and cannot be reproduced or distributed in any
way, whether in print or electronically, without the express written consent of Neighborhood
News, Inc. ©Neighborhood News, Inc.

DOUBLE PANE WINDOWS • MIRRORED WALLS
REPLACEMENT GLASS • SHOWER ENCLOSURES
GLASS TABLE TOPS
Free Estimates

B&T Glass & Mirror

Call for Free Estimates
David Espinoza, Owner

210-749-9434
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TOMMY MOON
BRIAN MOON

656-8507

GIFTING AND RE-GIFTING –
IS IT REALLY SO BAD?
By Sharon Reynolds, Neighborhood News Staff Writer

When I think of re-gifting, a negative connotation immediately pops into my mind. I guess that’s natural if you have ever
received a re-gifted gift that you gave to the same person the year before. Bad idea. Aside from this faux pas, re-gifting
can really make a lot of sense and these days it isn’t nearly as socially reprehensible as in years gone by. Below are a few
reasons why re-gifting can actually be a good thing this holiday season.
Reason #1 – The Perfect Gift
The gift might be perfect for the person you have in mind. Matching the perfect gift (re-gift or not!) with the right person
can bring an immense amount of pleasure and make someone’s holiday really special.
Reason #2 – Environmentally Responsible
Re-gifting can be one of the most environmentally responsible things you can do. Each year millions of pounds of
unwanted items are sent to landfills. So, don’t feel guilty about re-gifting, you are simply reducing your carbon footprint.
Reason #3 – Home Organization
All those gifts you’ve never used can really take up a lot of extra space around your home. Do your closet a favor and lighten
its load by re-gifting some of those items that are just gathering dust.
Feeling embarrassed or guilty about re-gifting is an outdated perception. Re-gifting can actually be a lot of fun. So, let’s
get started on saving our environment, one holiday at a time.

Call TODAY and ask about our incentives that will keep you smiling all year long!

INDEPENDENCE HILL
Independent, Assisted Living & Neighborhood of Homes for Adults 55+

210.209.8404

20450 Huebner Rd., San Antonio, TX 78258
IndependenceHill.com
Lic. #100102
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Saving Dollars This Holiday Season
By Sharon Reynolds, Neighborhood News Staff Writer
This holiday season most people are looking for the most
bang for their buck. Recovery from the pandemic has been a
long, slow process and inflation doesn’t seem to be subsiding
anytime soon. This article can help residents really enjoy the
upcoming holidays while saving money in the process.
Take a Drive around the Neighborhood
An inexpensive way to get into the holiday spirit is to grab your
family and go for a drive around the neighborhood to view the
beautiful lights and decorations. You can also venture out into
other neighborhoods and make it a weekly family outing. It’s a
great time to take pictures and make memories that the whole
family can enjoy for years to come!
Bake Customized Treats
Baking is a fun way to save dollars this holiday season. Get out
the cupcake pans and create personalized holiday gifts to give
to family and friends. You can also visit your local dollar store
and find holiday-themed containers, tins, and jars to make the
baked gifts special. Most people look forward to the holidays
simply for the delicious treats!
Do It Yourself
Consider creating customized gifts this holiday season. Are
you good at needlepoint, drawing, or arts and crafts? This may
be the perfect opportunity to put those talents to work. This
can be a fantastic way to get the whole family in on the fun.

Just be careful on what you decide to create since some of the
materials can get rather expensive if you’re not careful.
Don’t Pay for Services You Can Do Yourself
Saving dollars this holiday season is all about cutting back
when and where we can. I think we all have at least one chore
we dread doing and that we feel is worth hiring help to do.
Make a list of jobs you pay other people to do and take on a
few of those. Things such as cleaning the house or mowing the
grass are things that we can do ourselves to save and stash
some extra cash this holiday season.
Shop Deals on Essentials
During the holidays stores have sales on regular household
items too. Stock up on these when you find a great sale to help
save money on everyday items you use throughout the year.
It really does not take a lot of money to create a special and
fulfilling holiday with family and friends. Create a happy holiday
for all by being smart and strategic with your dollars. Guilt can
be a strong motivator to overspend this holiday season, but it
doesn’t have to be. Remember that the holidays are not ruined
if you don’t spend a ton of money, especially if you really can’t
afford it. Chances are no one is going to remember what you
gave them by January except for you, when the credit card
statement arrives.

2022 MEDICARE

YOU HAVE NEW CHOICES

New Benefits & Options for 2022 are better than ever!

• Options with more Comprehensive Dental, Vision, Part B Rebates & More
• More PPO options and plans for those with VA/Tricare
• Lower copays and reduced drug costs for 2022
Call us to see how we can help you:

(210) 829-7577

2631 Bulverde Rd, Suite 102B, Bulverde, TX 78163
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Louis & Lizette Kowalski

FREEZE
on Winter Fires

Put
a

Home fires occur more in winter than in any other season. As you stay cozy and
warm this winter season, be fire smart!

Half of all home heating
fires occur in the months
of December, January and
February.

Heating equipment is involved
in 1 in every 7 reported home
fires and 1 in every 5 home
fire deaths.

Keep anything that can burn
at least 3 feet from any heat
source like fireplaces, wood
stoves, radiators or space
heaters.


Keep portable generators outside,
away from windows, and as far
away as possible from your home.

Install and test carbon monoxide
alarms at least once a month.

Have a qualified professional
clean and inspect your chimney
and vents every year.

Plug only 1 heat-producing
appliance (such as a space
heater) into an electrical outlet
at a time.

Store cooled ashes in a tightly
covered metal container, and
keep it outside at least 10 feet
from your home and any nearby
buildings.

For more information on how
to prevent winter fires, visit
www.usfa.fema.gov/winter
and www.nfpa.org/winter.
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GailLambSells.com ∙ GailLambSells@gmail.com ∙ 210.872.0644

I appreciate
you and your
referrals snow
much!

WINTER SPECIAL:

FREE Move In or Move
Out HOUSE CLEANING

Oh, by the way...
I’m never too busy for
any of your referrals!

Gail Lamb, Realtor
Certified Market Specialist
Accredited Buyers Rep.
Military Relocation Specialist
Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

 23-Year Encino Park Resident
 Encino Park Block Captain Co-chair
 Encino Park Pool Committee Member
 Proud Sponsor: Encino Park Blue
Sharks Swim Team
 Active NEISD Community Partner

Your Buying, Selling & Investing Real Estate Specialist!

Call Gail
for the Sale

210.872.0644

Texas Real Estate Commission regulates law that requires all license holders to provide the Information About Brokerage Services form to prospective clients.

